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The Centre for Rising Powers stems from the burgeoning interest in scholarly and policy circles 
in the emergence of new powers, the so-called BRICs (Brazil, Russia, India, and China). It is the first 
initiative of its kind however that goes beyond the attention to the immediate cases to focus on the 
fundamental theoretical and empirical puzzle: how do new powers rise, how might they be 
accommodated, and what impact do these interactions generate on systemic stability. Its research 
programme is thus just as interested in the threats and opportunities posed by the rise of new 
powers in the past (such as Germany, Japan, the United States and the former Soviet Union in the 
20th century) as the emergence of new powers today (such as India, China, and Brazil). 

Our research agenda is wide-ranging in its selection of case studies, and thrives on 
interdisciplinary exchange between Politics, History, and Economics. We have close and deepening 
links with universities, think tanks, policy institutions, and private sector actors in the new powers. 
Our research spans the negotiation behaviour of new powers across institutions, issue-areas, and 
regimes: climate change, energy, trade, financial and monetary affairs, migration, poverty 
reduction, sustainable development, and different aspects of security studies. The Centre’s aim is to 
serve as the hub of cutting-edge international and interdisciplinary research on the subject of past, 
present, and future rising powers. 

Our commitment to excellence is not restricted to the ivory towers of intellectual enquiry, but 
has direct policy relevance. Power transitions are one of the key sources of deadlock and conflict, 
but they also have the potential to act as sources of renewal and change for the better. The study of 
rising powers fostered by the new Centre aims to directly impact the preservation of international 
cooperation, peace and stability, and also the promotion of values of efficiency, fairness, and justice 
in the global order. 

Call for papers: The CRP working paper series is published quarterly, and offers a venue for the 
publication of pioneering research within the broad field of ‘Rising Powers.’  We invite scholars, 
policymakers and practitioners to submit their research for this series.  All submissions will be 
subject to a peer-review process.   

Online publication: Papers accepted as part of the CRP Working Paper Series will be published on 
the CRP’s website and disseminated electronically to the CRP’s network of interested organisations 
and persons.  There is no monetary compensation offered to Working Paper Series authors.  
Authors are welcome to re-publish papers used in this series elsewhere, so long as reference is 
made to their prior publication in the CRP Working Paper Series. 

Guidelines:  Papers should be between 6,000 and 8,000 words in length.  They must be written in 
British English and submitted in Microsoft Word format.  To submit a draft or for further 
information please contact the CRP Working Paper Series editorial board  
(Dan Kim, Editor; Dr. Amrita Narlikar, CRP Director) at: crp.editor@polis.cam.ac.uk 

For further information, visit the CRP website: 
http://www.polis.cam.ac.uk/crp/research/workingpapers/ 
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